Long-term follow-up in 257 ICA occlusion: comparison between EIAB-treated and untreated patients.
The purpose of this paper is to estimate the real value of the Extra-Intracranial Arterial Bypass (EIAB) in preventing or reducing further and more catastrophic ischaemic events in patients suffering from an Internal Carotid Artery (ICA) occlusion. 257 patients, suffering from ICA occlusion, are considered retrospectively: 122 of them submitted to EIAB and 135 medically treated or untreated. In both groups, homogeneous by sex, age, neurological grading distribution and length of follow-up, the following parameters were considered: the incidence of ischaemic recurrences during the follow-up period; the characters of the recurrences with particular reference to the fatal stroke; the rate of ischaemic events per year. The comparison between the outcome in surgically treated patients and in "untreated" ones indicates that the EIAB can be effective in preventing or reducing the ischaemic recurrences and the frequency of fatal stroke in TIA-, RIND, or stroke-patients suffering from ICA occlusion.